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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR RESEARCH

Relevance and significance of the topic under study. In the context of the processes of
democratization and modernization of transitional societies, the main actor is the national political
elites. The relevance of their research is related to the need to analyze and determine the composition
and role of elites in the system of political governance. The social component and economic
orientation of the national and regional political elite still causes controversy in the scientific field,
the basis of which remains the issue of devolution of power to the regional power elite.

The relationship between national and regional elites is a rather complex and contradictory
process, which is often complicated by the discrepancy of their interests and plans, as well as
dissatisfaction with the powers granted to regional elites. The destructive relationship of the elites, as
world practice shows, leads both to open military actions and to the "freezing™" of conflicts for an
unlimited time. But for the effective development of the country, the relations of national and regional
elites should be consensual and should be united by one goal — to act for the benefit of society and
the state.

The events of the 1990s confronted many post-Soviet states, including the Republic of
Moldova, with regional challenges. The processes of decentralization of power intensified, which
required the national political elite to make decisions in new conditions. Socio—political
transformations led to the fact that new actors developed their own social development projects in a
short time and began to implement them. The study and analysis of these transformational processes
is impossible without taking into account the regional dimension, since this vector allows us to
identify the ambiguity and multidimensionality of changes in the political, economic and social
spheres that have occurred in the state. With the increasing role of the regional political elite, the
process of political decision-making at the national level has become more complex.

The relevance and importance of this study is also related to the fact that the creation and
functioning of the Autonomous Territorial Entity Gagauzia (ATO Gagauzia) within the framework
of the unitary State of the Republic of Moldova indicates the existence of a regional political space
that has its own resources, autonomous authorities, regional political elite as an actor of the political
process, which is characterized by certain specifics. Despite the existence of a legislative framework
that regulates relations between the authorities of the center and the autonomy [49; 47], the syntagma
"regional power" itself is absent in the legislation of the Republic of Moldova. However, among the
scientific community there is an interest in the study of the activities of the regional government and
its main actor — the regional political elite, as well as its interaction with the national political elite.

In addition, the significance of the scientific study of the relationship between national and

regional political elites in the Republic of Moldova is due to the fact that the development of the state
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largely depends on domestic policy, which is conditioned by the positions of political elites, their
functioning in the system of power relations and influence on political processes. During the years of
its independence, Moldova has experienced many difficulties in the formation and formation of the
national political elite, and also faced a number of problems in relations with the regional elite of the
Gagauzia ATO. Despite the change of elites at the national and regional levels, their representatives
have not been able to establish a constructive dialogue for three decades. The study of the actions of
political elites makes it possible to understand the ongoing processes, explain the current level of
relations between them and find ways to increase the effectiveness of interaction between national
and regional political elites in the Republic of Moldova.

In many ways, the relevance of the topic is explained by the fact that in order to understand
the nature of the interaction of national and regional political elites, it is necessary to apply an
integrated approach, which implies an analysis of the internal composition of political elites, the
peculiarities and trends of formation, taking into account foreign experience accumulated in
developed democracies and in the Eastern Partnership region.

The topic of the dissertation is also relevant due to its little study, especially in the part
concerning the regional elite. Meanwhile, there is an urgent need to consider the relationship between
national and regional political elites as the main actors of modern political processes in the Republic
of Moldova, to reveal the consensual potential of their interaction.

The degree of study of the topic and the definition of the main provisions of the study. The
problem of elites has been raised since ancient times and in various dimensions does not lose its
relevance to this day. The founders of the elitist trend in political science are the Italian scientists V.
Pareto [55] and G. Mosca [54], the German sociologist R. Michels, who formed integral concepts
dedicated to the ruling class. The development of the elitist trend has led to the fact that since the
second half of the twentieth century, an elitist paradigm has developed in American political science,
considering the political elite as the main actor of political processes. In this regard, we can single out
the works of such Western researchers as S. Keller [13], D. Risman [30], J. Sartori [60], J. Domhoff
[9], J. Meisel [15], D. R. Putnam [28].

In the Republic of Moldova, the first researcher in the field of elitology was P. Varzar [36-
40], who considered a wide range of problems related to the formation and development of the
political elite of the Republic of Moldova, political modernization and challenges of modern
democracy. Researchers A. Margarint [14], M. Chernenku and I. Botan [3] developed the results,
putting forward various reasons for the periodization of the process of formation of the national
political elite in Moldova. The role of the political elite was considered through the prism of the
relations of power and opposition by V. Moshnyaga, |. Bukataru, and Nikolaev [17], A. Kolatsky [6],
I. Rusanda [31].



The phenomenon of the elite is the subject of scientific research by Romanian scientists S.
Brucan [2], A. Mungiu [18], A. U. Gabagni [11], M. S. Radulescu [29], V. Pasti [23], N. Petrovich
[24], S. Tenase [33], M. Tudor, A. Gavrilescu [35], who in their works explore the modern political
elite of Romania and its role in the ongoing political processes of modernization and democratization
of society.

Russian researchers G. K. Ashin [41], M. N. Afanasyev [40], Ya. A. Plais [56], O. V.
Kryshtanovskaya [50], V. Ya. Gelman [45], O. V. Gaman-Golutvina [44] and others consider elites
as functional groups, as a special social stratum, as institutions, but the analysis of elites as subjects
of the transformation process causes certain difficulties, since there has not yet been a single idea
about the structure of elites itself, nor about the forms and mechanisms of its influence on social
changes.

Turning to the study of the regional political process, it should be noted that the topic of
regionalism is quite new for the Republic of Moldova. Based on the conceptual approaches to the
regional political process, which were implemented in the studies of A. Magomedov [53], R.
Smishchenko [61], A. Rudnitskaya and Yu. Glinnik [58], K. Kotoy [8], I. Osoeanu [21], I. Munteanu
[19], in our work, a regional approach was implemented in the study of the Gagauzia ATO as a subject
of the national political process in the Republic of Moldova. Taking into account the specifics of the
work, the object of this study will be related to the study of relations between the center and the
region, the central and regional elite.

The experience of post-communist states is very important for the Republic of Moldova,
which, in the process of democratization and modernization of society, face similar problems in the
process of building relations between national and regional political elites. The analysis of strategies
of interaction between national and regional elites in the Eastern Partnership countries, where
autonomous entities exist, is carried out in the works of foreign researchers W. O'brocht [20], I.
Ubilava [63], Z. Ciaberashvili, G. Tevzadze [5], B. Chediya [4] (Georgia), E. Jafarli [46], F. Guliyeva
[12], A. Ergun [10] (Azerbaijan), etc. The study of the experience of interaction between national and
regional elites allowed us to identify positive practices with a view to their implementation within the
framework of the relationship between the national elite and the regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO
in the Republic of Moldova.

The creation of the autonomous territorial entity of Gagauzia predetermined the formation of
a new - subnational /regional - level of political and legal authority, which is reflected in the domestic
scientific literature. The relationship between the central authorities and the authorities of the
Gagauzia ATO was considered in their works by O. Procik [26], F. Prina [25], |. Botan [43], V. Saka
[32], S. Mironova [16], N. Tsveatcov [64], N. Putine [27], V. Berbeka [1], E. Kuizhuklu [51] and

others, who investigated the problems associated with the implementation of the autonomy of
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Gagauzia, which found expression in the relationship between the national elite and the Gagauz
regional elite.

In recent decades, there has been a great interest in the scientific community in the study of
regional elites, acting as the main political entity at the regional level. In this regard, we can note the
works of such foreign researchers as U. Domhoff [9], K. Koller [7], A. Salamon [59], J. Pallaver [22],
F. Tronconi [34], V. Lapina, A. Chirkova [52], A. Baranov [42], N. Kolesnik [48] and others, who,
using the case-study method, consider the specifics of the formation of subnational elites, the
peculiarities of their interaction with national political elites.

In domestic political science, the problem of the regional political elite is practically not
touched upon, and most Moldovan authors deny the very formulation of the question of its existence.
At the same time, the term "regional political elite” is used in the works of Moldovan scientists |.
Botan [43], N. Tsvyatkov [64], N. Putine [27]. The current situation has necessitated a comprehensive
and comprehensive scientific study of the problem of interaction between the national political elite
and the regional political elite of the Gagauzia ATO in the Republic of Moldova as actors of the
modern political process.

The main provisions submitted for protection:

1.  The theoretical and methodological approach to the study of national and regional political
elites as the main actors of the political process requires the use of a set of interdisciplinary methods
of scientific cognition. Only the synthesis of theoretical propositions based on international practical
experience can provide a comprehensive analysis of the specifics of the interaction of the national
political elite and the regional political elite of the Gagauzia ATO in the conditions of autonomy
within the unitary state of the Republic of Moldova.

2. Both in developed democracies and in countries that are in the process of transformation, in
particular the Eastern Partnership countries, national and regional elites are an important actor in
political processes. Despite the fact that the regional elites of some states show separatist sentiments,
the national elites are aimed at preserving a single state, using the mechanism of distribution of
powers between central and regional authorities.

3. The interaction of national and regional political elites in the Eastern Partnership countries,
where subnational formations have developed (Azerbaijan, Georgia), is determined by the
peculiarities of historical, political, socio-economic and cultural development. The experience of
the functioning of the regional elites of these countries is important for the interaction of the national
political elite and the political elite of the Gagauzia ATO of the Republic of Moldova, since they do
not express separatist sentiments, carrying out their activities within the framework of a unitary
state. For the Republic of Moldova, the processes of regionalization and the formation of a regional

elite are relatively new, therefore they arouse research interest for scientific policy.
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4.  The formation of the national political elite of the Republic of Moldova is a complex process
caused by many positive and negative factors. The lack of experience in consolidating the elite, the
low level of professional training in public administration burdened interaction with representatives
of civil society. A characteristic feature of the national elite of the Republic of Moldova is its
coalition character, as well as the contradictory division according to the principle of "the European
model — the Eurasian vector".

5. The emergence of a new actor in the political process after the events of the 1990s - the
regional political elite in the person of the anti—terrorist operation of Gagauzia gave rise to a
destructive relationship with the national political elite, which continues to the present. The
disagreements relate to the lack of common agreements on the issue of the powers of the center and
autonomy, foreign policy priorities, the nature of interaction between the leaders of the national and
regional elite, which is of a rival nature. The lack of constructive dialogue between the national
political elite and the political elite of the Gagauzia ATO affects the level of trust of citizens in
political institutions and political leaders. Therefore, it is important to implement the values of
consensus at the elite level, which will contribute to achieving consensus at the level of society as a
whole.

The purpose and objectives of the study. The purpose of this study is to conduct a
comprehensive and comprehensive theoretical, methodological and empirical analysis of the
national and regional political elites of the Republic of Moldova as actors in the political process.
To achieve this goal, it is necessary to solve the following tasks:

- to analyze the historiography of the study of national and regional political elites as an actor
of the political process in order to argue and ensure the objectivity of the author when formulating
the main theses of this scientific work;

- to reveal the theoretical and methodological foundations of the study of national and
regional political elites as actors of the political process with the definition of the main categories
that we will operate in this work;

- to summarize the experience of interaction between national and regional political elites in
the countries of developed democracy and the possibility of its application in the relationship
between the national elite and the regional elite of Gagauzia ATO in the context of the political
process in the Republic of Moldova;

- to investigate the place and role of national and regional political elites in the democratic
and modernization processes in the Eastern Partnership countries, as well as the practice of relations
between national and regional political elites in the conditions of functioning of autonomies in the

EAP countries, their implementation in the conditions of the Republic of Moldova;



- to analyze the process of formation and development of the national political elite and the
regional political elite of the Gagauzia ATO in the Republic of Moldova, as well as the problems
and phenomena accompanying this process;

- to identify the specifics of the relationship between the ruling elites of the Republic of
Moldova and the regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO, as well as the problems and difficulties that
make it difficult to reach consensus between the national and regional political elites in the Republic
of Moldova;

- based on the interviews conducted, analyze the positions of representatives of the
Moldovan political elite at the national and regional levels on the problem of interaction between
the national elite and the regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO, as well as demonstrate the attitude of
the population to the activities of the national and regional elites through the prism of public opinion;

- on the basis of the conducted research, to develop recommendations for improving the
effectiveness of interaction between the national political elite and the regional political elite of the
Gagauzia ATO in the Republic of Moldova.

Research hypothesis: the national and regional political elite are one of the main actors of
the modern political process of the Republic of Moldova. The relationship between them is
complicated by problems of a destructive nature, which makes it difficult to realize the consensual
potential of their interaction.

Methodological basis of the study. The methodological basis of the research is a set of
political science and general scientific methods and approaches, the use of which allowed to realize
the goals and objectives stated by the author and to carry out a comprehensive and comprehensive
theoretical, methodological and empirical analysis of the interaction of national and regional
political elite as actors of political processes.

Due to the fact that this work is an interdisciplinary study, it involves the use of various
approaches and methods of scientific analysis. Altimetric, structural-functional, desisional,
systemic, synergetic approaches were used in the work. In our opinion, the integrated application of
these approaches allowed us to reflect the specifics of the interaction of the national and regional
elites as actors of political processes in the Republic of Moldova, the difficulties and problems they
face in the process of reaching consensus.

The subject and object of the research, the goals and objectives stated in the dissertation
work determined the choice of methods used. For the purpose of a deep and comprehensive analysis
of the problem posed, the author used institutional, historical, behavioral, comparative, sociological
methods, the case-study method.

In order to reflect the specifics of the functioning of the political elite as an actor of the

political process, the peculiarities of the interaction of national and regional political elites in the
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Republic of Moldova, along with the above methods, general scientific methods such as logical,
analysis and synthesis, induction and deduction were used in the dissertation research.

Scientific novelty and originality of the work. This dissertation research is one of the first
to raise the question and conduct a comprehensive theoretical, methodological and empirical
interdisciplinary analysis of the relationship between the national and regional elite as actors of the
political process in the Republic of Moldova.

In our opinion, the novelty of this work lies in the fact that on the basis of a detailed and in-
depth analysis of the basic categories, the author's definition of the concepts of "national elite” and
"regional elite” was formulated. In the context of the research topic, the foreign experience of
interaction between the national and regional political elite in the countries of developed democracy
was analyzed, as well as the place and role of the national and regional political elite in the
democratic and modernization processes in the Eastern Partnership countries, which will allow
applying positive practices in the Republic of Moldova.

Along with the stages of formation and peculiarities of the formation of the national political
elite, the paper analyzes the process of formation of the regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO, specifies
the stages of development of the national political elite and the stages of cooperation between
national and regional elites; examines the problems faced by actors of political processes,
demonstrates the need to achieve consensus interaction between them.

Conducted interviews with representatives of the national and regional elite, as well as a
comprehensive analysis of the results of sociological surveys conducted at the national and regional
levels, allowed through the prism of public opinion to reveal the attitude of the population to
representatives of political elites of different levels.

On the basis of the conducted scientific research, recommendations were formulated to the
state authorities of the Republic of Moldova and the authorities of the Gagauzia ATO on improving
the effectiveness of interaction within the framework of internal and foreign policy processes.

The obtained results, contributing to the solution of an important scientific problem, consist
in the development of the conceptual basis for the study of the national and regional political elite
as actors of the political process and its applied aspect, which allowed us to identify the peculiarities
of the relationship between the national and regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO in the Republic of
Moldova. This contributed to the development of practical recommendations for achieving
consensus interaction between the national and regional political elite in the Republic of Moldova,
with a view to their subsequent use by state institutions involved in the process of making and
implementing political decisions at the national and regional levels.

The theoretical value of the dissertation lies in the fact that the results obtained served as a

development of existing achievements in political science and filled a certain gap in the study of
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this problem. The paper implements the author's approach to the study of the categories "national
elite” and "regional elite" in the context of their joint participation and interaction in the political
process.

The paper provides a comprehensive and comprehensive theoretical, methodological and
empirical interdisciplinary analysis of the political elites of the Republic of Moldova at the present
stage, which can be used to improve the conceptual apparatus of elitology, as well as for further
research of the Moldovan political process. A comprehensive study of the interaction of the national
and regional elite in the Republic of Moldova may be of interest both for specialists of the post-
Soviet space and Central and Eastern Europe.

The provisions and conclusions contained in the dissertation work can serve as a basis for
further research of the identified problems both in the Republic of Moldova and abroad.

The practical significance of the work lies in the fact that the results obtained can serve as
a development of existing achievements in political science. The results of the study are of interest
to scientists, researchers, experts in the field of political science, sociology, elitology and other
social sciences engaged in the study of basic issues related to the functioning and interaction of
elites at the national and regional levels.

The main provisions of the dissertation can be used in the educational process for teaching
special courses on the problems of elitology, as well as used by representatives of the national and
regional political elite in the development and implementation of political decisions. The
conclusions and recommendations formulated in the dissertation can be used in the development of
recommendations that promote consensual interaction between the national and regional political
elite.

Approbation of the results of the study. The results of this study are reflected in 9 scientific
articles that have been published in specialized journals and collections of articles published in the
Republic of Moldova and abroad. The main ideas of the dissertation were presented at 4 national
and international scientific conferences.

The structure of the dissertation research is determined by the purpose, objectives and logic
of the presentation of the material. The work includes annotations in Romanian, Russian and
English, an introduction, three chapters, conclusions and recommendations, a bibliography and
appendices. The volume of work is 140 pages of the main text. The bibliography includes 315
sources.

THE CONTENT OF THE WORK
The introduction contains the relevance and significance of the problem under study, the

degree of research of the topic, the goals and objectives of the work, the object, subject and
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methodological basis of the study are determined, the novelty of the results obtained, the theoretical
and practical significance of the work, as well as the approbation of the research results.

In the first chapter ""Historiographical and theoretical-methodological aspects of the
problem of the political elite as an actor of the political process™, the historiography of the study
of the national and regional political elite as an actor of the political process is analyzed in detail,
the basic concepts of the study were defined. Much attention is paid to the development of
methodological approaches to the study of national and regional political elites as an actor in the
political process.

In the first chapter "Historiographical and theoretical-methodological aspects of the
problem of the political elite as an actor of the political process', the historiography of the study
of the national and regional political elite as an actor of the political process is analyzed in detail,
the basic concepts of the study were defined. Much attention is paid to the development of
methodological approaches to the study of national and regional political elites as an actor in the
political process.

Starting with the works of the Italian sociologists V. Pareto and G. Mosca, as well as the
German sociologist R. Michels, elitology was further developed in American political science,
where in the second half of the twentieth century, under the influence of the concept of
modernization and democratization, several main directions of elite research developed:
"Machiavellian®, value, liberal and left-wing radical. J. Bernheim and G. Lasswell carried out a kind
of convergence of the principles of elitism and democracy, reflected in the concept of democratic
elitism.

In the Republic of Moldova, the first researcher of the Moldovan political elite is P. Varzar,
who in his works considered a wide range of problems related to the formation and development of
the political elite of the Republic of Moldova, political modernization and challenges of modern
democracy [36-39]. Moldovan researchers A. Margarint [14], M. Chernenku and I. Botan [3] also
addressed the problem of the formation of the national political elite, putting forward various
reasons for the periodization of this process. The role of the political elite through the prism of the
relations of power and opposition is considered in the works of V. Moshnaga and |. Bukataru [17],
A. Kolacki [6], I. Rusand [31].

The problem of the political elite and its role in political processes has become an important
research problem in the works of Romanian [2; 11; 18; 23; 29; 33; 35] and Russian [40; 41; 44; 45;
48; 50; 56] scientists who have identified and analyzed the main origins, the process of formation
and mechanisms for recruiting a new political elite.

Turning to the study of political processes in the context of regionalism, we note that this

topic is new for the Republic of Moldova, which imposes a number of conceptual distinctions for
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an adequate understanding of the subject of the study, as well as for the formulation of conclusions
and recommendations. Based on the conceptual approaches to the regional political process, which
were implemented in the studies of K. Kotoy [8], I. Osoyan [21], I. Munteanu [19], A. Magomedov
[53], R. Smishchenko [61], A. Rudnitskaya, Y. Glinnik [58], a regional approach was implemented
in the presented work in the study of the ATO Gagauzia as a subject of the national political process
in the Republic of Moldova.

Using the case-study method, foreign researchers U. O'brokhta [20], G. Tevzadze [5], B.
Chediya [4], I.D. Ubilava [63] (Georgia), E. Jafarli [46], F. Guliyev [12], A. Ergun [10] (Azerbaijan)
They analyze the strategies of interaction between national and regional elites in the Eastern
Partnership countries where autonomous entities exist.

The creation and functioning of the Autonomous Territorial Formation of Gagauzia was
reflected in the works of foreign and domestic scientists T. Benedicter, R. Lapido, O. Procik [26],
F. Prin [25], P. Yarve, M. Kosienkovsky, I. Botan [43], V. Saka [32], N. Tsvyatkov [64], S.
Mironova [16], N. Putine [27], V. Berbeka [1], E. Kuizhuklu [51]. O. Procik believes that granting
autonomy to Gagauzia is often considered as a rare case of successful transformation of conflicts in
the post-Soviet space, but the terms of the autonomy agreement reached between the center and the
region were not properly fulfilled in a way. Pointing to the reduction of the autonomy of Gagauzia,
this position is shared by F. At the same time, noting that, despite the legal consolidation of regional
autonomy and ethnic diversity in Moldova, informal practices partially coincide with formal norms.

Since the processes of regionalization have become a frequent phenomenon in unitary states,
in recent decades there has been a great interest in the scientific community in the study of regional
elites, acting as the main political entity at the regional level. In this regard, we can note the works
of such foreign researchers as U. Domhoff [9], K. Koller [7], A. Salamon [59], J. Pallaver [22], F.
Tronconi [34], V. Lapina and A. Chirkova [52], A. Baranov [42] and others, who analyze the
specifics of the formation of subnational elites, the peculiarities of their interaction with national
political elites.

Assessing the regional political elite in different ways, most researchers agree on its small
size, status and symbolic isolation; as a key criterion of the regional political elite, they single out
the ability to influence social, economic and political processes within the region, but, as a rule, not
the whole country.

In Moldova, N. Putine [27] and N. Tsvyatkov [64] applied to the study of the regional
political elite of the Gagauzia ATO, who undertook a structural and functional analysis of the
Gagauz political elite. Pointing out that the elections eloquently demonstrate the specific
characteristics of the Gagauz autonomy, |. Botan explains this by a number of factors, one of which

is the activity of the political elite of the autonomy [43, p. 50].
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The second section **Theoretical and methodological foundations of the study of the
national and regional political elite as actors of the political process' presents a detailed analysis
of the main approaches and methods that reveal the essential and structural characteristics of the
national and regional political elite. The interdisciplinary nature of the dissertation research led to
the appeal to various types of sources that ensured the reliability and consistency of the conducted
scientific research, the reasonableness of conclusions and recommendations: scientific works of
foreign and domestic authors, national regulatory documents, reports of non-governmental
organizations, the results of sociological research.

In the context of the dissertation research, the author's definition of the concepts of "national
political elite” and "regional political elite" was formulated. We consider the national elite not in
the ethnic sense, but from the point of view of the orientation of elite decisions on the national
interests of the state. The national political elite is a small social group that occupies strategic
positions in the decision—making system, exercises or influences the management process, defends
the independence, sovereignty, welfare of the state and the entire people. In our opinion, the national
elite should have the following characteristics: the ability to manage; moral qualities, first of all, a
sense of responsibility to its people; the ability to predict; the desire to consolidate to solve
significant problems. The desire to create and strengthen the economic, demographic, and spiritual
well-being of the nation, to ensure military security and the protection of citizens should be the main
goals of the national elite.

The regional political elite is a social group consisting of senior officials of a certain
territory, which is the subject of preparation and adoption of the most important strategic decisions
in the field of politics at the regional level, having the necessary economic, political, administrative
resources for this. Since regional elites cannot have sovereign power, they are subordinate to
national elites and coordinate their course with them. At the same time, being part of the national
elite, the regional elite has its own characteristics.

The interdisciplinary nature of the research determines the use of a set of approaches and
methods aimed at obtaining results reflecting the current state of the problem. In the study of elites,
an important place is occupied by a functional approach, according to which the main elite-forming
feature is not outstanding individual qualities, but the possession of command positions, leadership
positions. In our work, we relied on the broader structural and functional approach of J. Sartori, who
made it possible to consider the social composition, the mechanism of reproduction of elites,
connections and models of their interaction.

In the study of political elites, the synergetic approach was of great importance, which made
it possible to define the elite as a key element structuring the social space. In the context of our study

of the national and regional elite as actors of the political process, the theory of rational choice is of
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great importance. The methodological basis of the dissertation research is a set of political science
and general scientific methods, which made it possible to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the
national and regional political elite as an actor of the political process. Based on the set goal and the
main objectives of the study, the work used institutional, historical, comparative, sociological
methods, as well as the case study method, generalization, analysis and synthesis, induction and
deduction, logical.

The second chapter "Interaction of national and regional political elite: international
experience' is devoted to the study of foreign experience of interaction of national and regional
political elite in the context of secession processes. Such processes are observed both in the countries
of developed democracy and in the states that are just following the path of democratic and
modernization transformations, in particular, the countries of the Eastern Partnership.

In the first paragraph, "International experience of interaction between national and
regional political elites in the countries of developed democracy', the diverse forms of
manifestation of regionalism in the countries of developed democracy are analyzed. For further
conceptual analysis, complex unitary states were identified, in which there are autonomous entities
interacting with the central government. The paper considered various types of regions: regions with
historical identity (Scotland, Wales in the UK); regions within regionalist states (Catalonia in Spain,
South Tyrol in Italy); regions with political autonomy (the Aland Islands in Finland).

The existence of regional autonomous entities presupposes the functioning of the regional
elite and its interaction with the central political elite. The analysis of the experience of interaction
between national and regional political elites in developed democracies suggests that the
decentralization of powers and the formation of subnational legislative power in unitary states
(Great Britain, Spain, Italy, Finland, etc.) has led to the fact that the regions have significant powers
in matters assigned to them by the state, and the competence of the regions It is fixed in the
Constitution and other legislative acts. The models of regionalization in different countries have
their own specifics, due to the history of territorial and political construction, specific political
practice and institutional design. All models have some degree of asymmetry, which implies the
flexibility of the center-region relationship.

In developed democracies, regional elites, being an important policy actor both at the
regional and national levels, influence the development of the national agenda and the choice of
necessary political practices by the national elite. Despite the separatist aspirations of some
representatives of regional elites, national elites are aimed at preserving a single state, using the
mechanism of distribution of powers between central and regional authorities, which indicates the

ability of political elites to reach consensus on this issue.

15



In the second paragraph, ""The place and role of the national and regional political elite in
the democratic and modernization processes in the Eastern Partnership countries™, scientific
interest focused on two main problems: firstly, the analysis of the role of the political elite of the
Eastern Partnership countries in the process of modernization and democratic transformations;
secondly, the identification of the specifics of interaction between national and regional political
elites in those EAP countries where there are subnational administrative-territorial units that
determine the formation and functioning of the regional elite.

The trajectories of modernization and democratic reforms testify to the different goals and
aspirations of the national and regional political elites of the Eastern Partnership member countries.
The national political elites of a number of participating countries (Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine),
despite the existing risks and challenges, are moving towards European integration, considering the
priorities of human rights, the rule of law, structural reforms as the main tasks of the processes of
modernization and democratization of society. Carrying out democratic and modernization
transformations, the political elite of Armenia is trying to balance between the European Union and
the Eurasian Economic Union. The activities of the ruling political elites of Azerbaijan and Belarus
are aimed at strengthening the presidential power and consolidating the authoritarian regime.

Successful modernization transformations require the consolidation of national and regional
elites, but, as practice shows, their interests are sometimes characterized by divergence, which leads
to conflicts and crises. Despite the fact that all the Eastern Partnership countries are unitary states,
administrative-territorial units have been formed in a number of them, which led to the formation
and functioning of the regional elite (Azerbaijan, Georgia, Moldova). The paper analyzes the
specifics of interaction between national and regional political elites, identifies common and special
features, as well as positive experiences that can be used by the Republic of Moldova.

The analysis has shown that the formation of autonomous entities and the functioning of
regional elites in a number of Eastern Partnership countries indicates the existence of effective
mechanisms of interaction between national and regional elites. The regional elites of the existing
autonomies in Azerbaijan and Georgia do not express separatist sentiments, their activities are aimed
at strengthening the existing consensus between the central government and the authorities of the
autonomies within the framework of a unitary state.

The specifics of the Gagauz autonomy, created on an ethnic basis, is an example of a
successful transformation of the conflict, when de jure territorial autonomy was granted to an ethnic
group. But, as practice shows, the implementation of legal provisions remains a rather complicated
process, largely due to the lack of consensus between the national and regional elite in the Republic

of Moldova.
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The third chapter **National and regional political elites of the Republic of Moldova at the
present stage' provides a detailed analysis of the stages of formation of the national and regional
political elite of the Republic of Moldova. The problems of the relationship between the ruling elite
and the regional elite of the ATO of Gagauzia are analyzed, the results of interviews with
representatives of the national and regional elite of the Republic of Moldova, as well as public
opinion polls on trust in political institutions and representatives of political elites in Moldova are
reflected.

The first paragraph "National and regional political elite of the Republic of Moldova:
problems of formation and development™” analyzes the process of formation and development of
national and regional political elites of the Republic of Moldova. In the conditions of developed
democracies, the relations of the national and regional elite, despite certain problems, are
consensual. In the transitional societies to which the Republic of Moldova belongs, in the conditions
of democratic transformations, the specifics of national and regional elites, interests, value
orientations, strategic goals inherent in them are the determining factors in the process of making
and implementing political decisions.

The establishment and formation of the national political elite was accompanied by
significant disagreements, which transformed into political and constitutional crises and conflicts.
The split of the national political elite along the line of the geopolitical rift has led to the lack of
effective institutional cooperation between the Parliament, the President and the Government, which
makes it possible to assess the national political elite as fragmented and disintegrated.

Since the proclamation of sovereignty and independence, political actors pursuing diverse
interests have been active in the Republic of Moldova, which led to the formation of central and
regional political elites. Having returned to the legal field of the Republic of Moldova in 1994 with
the status of autonomy, Gagauzia began to create public authorities, which led to the formation of a
regional political elite.

The formation of the regional political elite of the Gagauzia ATO was influenced by both
internal and external factors. Being part of the national political elite, the Gagauz regional elite, on
the one hand, has features that bring it closer to the central political elite, and on the other hand, is
characterized by the presence of specific features. Compared to the national elite, the regional elite
of the Gagauzia ATO is more integrated, as it adheres to an internal consensus on the issue of foreign
policy development and relations with central authorities.

In the second paragraph *"The effectiveness of the interaction of the ruling elites with the
regional elite of the ATO Gagauzia', the analysis of the relationship of the ruling elites in the
Republic of Moldova with the regional elite of the ATO Gagauzia is carried out, the problems that

hinder the achievement of consensus between them are identified.
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The challenge for the ruling elite is the commitment of the Gagauz elite to the idea of
Eurasian integration. While for the Moldovan political elite, the process of European integration is
an absolute priority. The central government's expectation that Gagauzia would positively perceive
Moldova's movement towards European integration was not justified, which was confirmed by the
referendums organized by the Gagauz authorities in 2014.

Cooperation between the central government institutions and the Gagauzia ATO is based on
the mechanisms enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova and the Law on the Legal
Status of Gagauzia of 1994. The current stage of development of Moldovan society requires further
improvement, approval and differentiation of real powers between the center and autonomy. The
most acute problems of the relationship between the central government and the anti-terrorist
operation of Gagauzia are contradictions in legislation; representation of residents of the autonomy
in the central authorities; infringement of the interests of Gagauzia in the formation of the budget;
language problem. The existence of too general a legal framework contributes to the confrontation
between the center and the autonomy on the issue of redistribution of powers. In order to achieve
consensus, the political dialogue between the ruling elite and the regional elite of the autonomy
should be aimed at harmonizing the legal framework, clarifying the status of the autonomy,
specifying and distributing powers, as well as wider involvement of the residents of the autonomy
in the political and economic life of the Republic of Moldova.

The effectiveness and efficiency of cooperation between the national and regional elite in
the Republic of Moldova should not depend on which political camp the ruling political class
belongs to. Naturally, given the coincidence of political positions, the chances of effective
cooperation are much higher. But the mismatch of the ideological views of the authorities should in
no way necessarily lead to tension in relations, since the common goal of both the national elite and
the political elite of the Gagauzia ATO is the prosperity of the people of the Republic of Moldova.

The third paragraph "*National and regional political elite in the mirror of public opinion*
presents an analysis of interviews with representatives of the national political elite and the regional
political elite of Gagauzia, as well as the results of sociological research aimed at identifying the
attitude of the country's residents to the national and regional political elite, the level of citizens'
trust in government institutions, politicians, their ability to solve existing economic, political, and
social problems.

During the interviews, we found out what are the main problems of the national and regional
elite, how constructive is the interaction of the ruling political elite with the political elite of the
Gagauzia ATO, what changes can be expected in the configuration of the political elite in the
coming years and what can contribute to improving the effectiveness of the interaction of the

national and regional political elite in the Republic of Moldova.
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The results of the study showed that representatives of the national and regional political
elite believe that the process of formation of both elites is not completed. The disagreements mainly
consist of the lack of common agreements on the issue of powers, foreign policy priorities, and the
nature of interaction between the leaders of the national and regional elite, which is of a rival nature.
Respondents see an increase in efficiency in the interaction of elites in a joint, constructive dialogue.

As the analysis of public opinion polls shows, the lack of constructive dialogue between
political elites at the national and regional levels affects the level of trust of citizens in political
institutions and political leaders. Therefore, an important task of both national and regional political
elites is to implement the values of consensus at the level of the elite, the government, the opposition,
which will contribute to achieving consensus at the level of society as a whole.

The final part of the work contains conclusions obtained from the analysis of national and
regional political elites as actors of the political process, and recommendations for improving the
effectiveness of interaction between the national and regional elites of the Republic of Moldova in

the framework of modern political processes.

GENERAL CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

In the modern world, political elites are an important actor in political processes. Their
dominant role in the modernization and democratization of society is due to the qualitative
characteristics and functions that they perform in the concrete historical period of the development
of society. The proclamation of the sovereignty and independence of the Republic of Moldova
marked the beginning of the formation of the national political elite. But the socio—political
transformations of the 90s of the twentieth century led to the division of the political elite of
Moldova and the emergence of the regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO, which sought to implement
its own political projects, different from the goals of the national elite.

As a result of the conducted research of the national and regional political elite as an actor
of the political process , the following conclusions can be formulated:

1.  The study of political elites has been going on for a long time and has received
justification in the form of classical elitist theories proving that their role in political processes is
paramount. But the subsequent rethinking of classical theories shows that in modern realities none of
them can be considered exhaustive. It should be noted that some scientific developments, in
particular, the aspect of recruiting the political elite, are currently mainly theoretical in nature and
have a significant discrepancy with practice. This is due to the peculiarities of the political process,
state policy, and an established system of traditions.

2. The category of regional elites is not fully represented from a scientific point of view,

and in general this is a gap for political science. In the Republic of Moldova, the regional elite of the
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Gagauzia ATO participates in the political decision-making process and has a significant influence
on the course of the political process. For the Republic of Moldova, the phenomenon of regionalism,
which is complex and diverse, is a fairly new phenomenon. The study of the experience of European
states proves the fact that in the process of reforms related to regionalization and decentralization,
their political and territorial structure acquires features uncharacteristic of unitary states. The models
of regionalization in different countries have specific features; the choice of one or another model is
largely determined by the history of territorial and political construction, specific political practice
and institutional design. All models are more or less asymmetric, which implies the flexibility of
relations between the center and the regions. The regionalization model cannot be linear and
universal. The Republic of Moldova is no exception here, it should take into account the international
experience of regionalization and find its own model that will correspond to its historical,
geographical, social, economic and cultural conditions.

3. The goals and directions of modernization and democratic processes in the Eastern
Partnership countries prove the uniqueness of the developed strategies for the development of
relations based on the "center-regions” model. The interaction of national and regional political elites
in those EAP countries where subnational formations have developed is determined by the
peculiarities of historical, political, socio-economic and cultural development. The experience of the
regional elites of Azerbaijan and Georgia is important for the Republic of Moldova, since they do not
express separatist sentiments, carrying out their activities within the framework of a unitary state. The
specifics of the creation and functioning of the Autonomous Territorial Entity of Gagauzia,
necessitates the search for consensus between the national political elite and the regional political
elite of the ATO Gagauzia of the Republic of Moldova.

The analysis of the place and role of national and regional political elites in the
modernization and democratic processes in the Eastern Partnership countries shows that starting
from the same starting conditions, they have achieved different results. Despite the emerging
challenges, the political elites of the Associated Trio countries (Georgia, Moldova, Ukraine) are
moving along the path of European integration, modernization and democratization of society. By
implementing democratic and modernization transformations, the political elite of Armenia is trying
to balance between the EU and the EAEU. In Azerbaijan and Belarus, the activities of the national
elite are aimed at strengthening the presidential power and consolidating the authoritarian regime.

4.  The conflictogenic nature of the interaction of national and regional political elites is
characteristic not only for states with developing democracy. The analysis of a group of countries
with developed democracies has shown that relations are often aggravated due to state policy pursued
by the national elite, which does not take into account the interests of the regions. The regions, in

turn, do not agree with the existing situation, claim an expanded range of powers. This leads to
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conflict, both open and latent, but the situation as a whole has a destructive effect on the political,
economic, and social stability of states. As practice shows, such conflicts can last for decades.

5. As a result of the analysis, it was revealed that the forms of interaction between the
national and regional elite (autonomy, an independent state and an associated state) are also not
perfect, because the agreements reached do not fully ensure a constructive dialogue for a long time.
The experience of countries with developed democracies shows that various tools and mechanisms
are possible to ensure the search and establishment of consensus between the national and regional
elite. From the analysis of foreign experience, positive lessons can be learned in the field of building
a constructive dialogue between the national and regional elite in order to apply them in the interaction
of the national political elite and the regional political elite of the Gagauzia ATO in the Republic of
Moldova.

6. The process of formation of the national political elite of the Republic of Moldova can
be characterized as complex and contradictory, because it had to face a number of problems, both
domestic and foreign policy. The main trends in the process of consolidation of the national elite
were: the establishment of their own hardware leadership; the integration of elite and economic
groups in order to convert power into ownership and vice versa; the formation of political and
economic clans. The new ruling elite was characterized by a low level of professionalism, lack of
strategic thinking, low efficiency of management activities, alienation of the elite from society.

The formation of the regional political elite of the Gagauzia ATO was influenced by both
internal and external factors. Being part of the national political elite, the Gagauz regional elite, on
the one hand, has features that bring it closer to the central political elite, and on the other hand, is
characterized by the presence of specific features. Compared to the national elite, the regional elite
of the Gagauzia ATO is more integrated, adhering to the internal consensus on the issue of foreign
policy development and relations with the central authorities.

7. For three decades, the national elite has been experiencing a split along the line of the
"European model — Eurasian vector”, which has led to the lack of effective institutional cooperation
between political actors regarding priorities and strategic actions for the development of society. This
indicates a lack of consensus between its segments, which makes it possible to assess the national
political elite as fragmented and disintegrated.

The peculiarity of the national political elite of the Republic of Moldova is its coalition nature,
which acts as a kind of mechanism for interaction with political actors. In total, 12 ruling coalitions
were formed in the period 1994-2021. The experience of democratic governance has confirmed the
thesis that a ruling coalition consisting of two or more political formations has more advantages than
an alliance with the participation of all parties/parliamentary factions. The life cycle of the ruling

coalitions, with the exception of the coalition of the parliamentary and government majority (2016-
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2019), was no more than two years. Internal divisions have often been the cause of the change of
configuration of coalitions in the period from 2009 to 2019, however, the foreign policy priorities
have remained unchanged.

8. Cooperation between the central political elite and the regional elite of the Gagauzia
ATO is based on the mechanisms enshrined in the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova, the Law
on the Legal Status of Gagauzia of 1994, etc. The analysis of the political relations that have
developed between the central and regional authorities shows that the institutionalization of Gagauz
autonomy was a complex process, including from the point of view of establishing cooperation
between the central and regional authorities, the national political elite and the regional elite of the
Gagauzia ATO. Granting the status of autonomy to the Gagauz region was the initial stage of creating
organizational and legal conditions for establishing center-region relations. Despite the fact that the
relations between the central and regional authorities were continuous, it cannot be said that they
developed exclusively in a constructive manner. The broadly formulated institutional and legal
framework has given rise to a confrontation between the center and the autonomy on the issue of the
distribution of powers. In this context, it is very important that the position of the region coincides
with the position of the central government on the future of the country.

9. Based on interviews conducted with representatives of the national and regional
political elite of the Gagauzia ATO, as well as analysis of the results of the study of public opinion
of the country, it can be concluded that the lack of consensus between the elites is reflected in the
public opinion of the Moldovan population, especially in the issue of the country's geopolitical
development. The lack of constructive dialogue between political elites affects the level of trust of
citizens in political institutions and political leaders. Therefore, it is important to implement the values
of consensus at the level of the elite, the government, the opposition, which will contribute to
achieving consensus at the level of society as a whole.

An important scientific problem solved in the dissertation work is the development of the
conceptual basis for the study of the national and regional political elite as actors of the political
process and its applied aspect, which made it possible to identify the peculiarities of the relationship
between the national and regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO in the Republic of Moldova. This
contributed to the development of practical recommendations for achieving consensus interaction
between the national and regional political elite in the Republic of Moldova, with a view to their
subsequent use by state institutions involved in the process of making and implementing political
decisions at the national and regional levels.

- To create an expert group of political scientists, economists, historians, sociologists, whose

task will be to analyze all the precedents of interaction between the national and regional elite in the

22



international arena to develop a new, unique model suitable for the Republic of Moldova in the
context of building a constructive dialogue with the regional elite of the Gagauzia ATO.

- To develop strict criteria in the process of recruiting elites: firstly, only candidates with
professional political science, economic, sociological, historical education, as well as specialists in
the field of public and municipal administration can participate; secondly, exclusively on a
competitive basis, as a result of gaining a large number of points; thirdly, to eradicate the principle of
"nepotism™; fourthly, the presence of constructive opposition; fifthly, based on the experience of
constructive intra-national interaction of representatives of the political elite, to demonstrate to
society a high degree of tolerance, consolidation, objectivity in the process of making political
decisions.

- The relations of the ruling elite of the Republic of Moldova with the representatives of the
regional elite of the ATO of Gagauzia should be carried out within the framework of the adopted
legislative acts, which today require clarification. Multi-vector priorities in foreign policy should not
aggravate the relationship between the national and regional political elite.

- For more effective interaction of the elites, it is necessary to revise the existing adopted
regulatory and legislative acts for compliance with modern domestic political conditions.

- In the theoretical aspect, based on the analysis of the characteristics of national and regional
political elites, it is necessary to develop new approaches that correspond to the modern reality of the
Republic of Moldova. This is possible with participation in joint projects with researchers from
foreign countries, discussion of this problem within the framework of scientific and practical
conferences, round tables. The publication of the results of such discussions will help inform
interested representatives of both the political elite and civil society.

- Taking into account the specifics of the political process in the Republic of Moldova, analyze
and define the essence of the concept of "regional elite”, distinctive characteristics, methods of
recruitment, the degree of participation in the political process. This can be done using such methods
as SWOT analysis, expert evaluation method, cluster and factor analysis, hierarchy analysis method.
Among students of higher educational institutions of the profile direction for the study of problems
related to the national and regional elite, it is possible to use the method of "brainstorming™ at
seminars, to include in the list of topics of diploma, master's and doctoral works.

Thus, as the conducted research has shown, despite the sufficient level of study of the political
elite of the Republic of Moldova by the scientific community, it is necessary to continue analyzing
the problem of interaction between the national political elite and the regional elite of Gagauzia as
actors of modern political processes, using modern methodology and taking into account the

prevailing realities. The implementation of the practical recommendations will contribute to the
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establishment of dialogue and partnership between the ruling and regional elites, civil peace and

political stability in the Republic of Moldova.
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AHHOTANUA

Tanma3san Jlapuca, «HanuoHajibHAas ¥ perHOHAJbHASA MOJTUTHYECKAs JJIUTA KAK aKTOP
NOJUTHYECKOI0 MpoLecca», JUccepPTalUs HA COMCKAHUE YYEHON CTeleHH JOKTopa
NOJHMTHYECKUX HayK, Knmunay, 2023

Crpykrypa aucceprauum: Pabota cocTouT M3 BBEACHHS, TpEX TIJaB, OOMIMX BHIBOJOB U
pexkoMeHnanuii, oudmmorpadguu u3z 315 wcrounukos, 8§ mpwioxeHui, 140 cTpaHHUIBI OCHOBHOTO
TeKcTa, 6 TabIuIl, 2 AUArpaMM.

KiroueBbie c¢ji0Ba: 1noguTHYecKas J3JIMTA, HALMOHAIbHAs JJIMTA, PETHOHAIbHAs DIIUTa,
B3aUMOJICHCTBUE HALMOHAIBHON W PETMOHAIBHOW ITOJIMTHYECKOW JJIMTHI, AKTOP, NOJUTHYECKHUU
nporiecc, 00IECTBEHHOE MHEHHUE.

Henab ucciaenoBaHus: NMPOBECTH KOMIUIEKCHBIM aHAIN3 HALMOHAIBHBIX M PETMOHAIBHBIX
MOJINTUYECKUX AT KAaK aKTOpa IMOJIMTUYECKOTO IpoLecca.

3agauM HMccle0BAHUS. aHAINW3 HMCTOPHUOTPAQUUYECKUX M TEOPETHKO-METOHOIOTUYECKHX
OCHOB HCCIICJIOBAHHS HALMOHAJIBHBIX W PErMOHAIBbHBIX IIOJIMTUYECKUX OJIUT KaK akKropa
MOJUTHYECKOTO TpoLiecca; 0000IIeHNe OIbITa B3aMMOACHCTBUS HAIIMOHAIBHBIX U PETHOHAIBHBIX
MIOJINTUYECKUX JJIUT B CTPAaHax pa3BUTOM JEMOKpaTuu U B crpaHax Bocrtounoro IlaptHepcrBa n
BO3MOKHOCTBIO €r0 IPUMEHEHHUS BO B3aMMOOTHOIICHMSAX HAMOHAIBHOW M PErMOHAIBHOM JJIUTHI
ATO T'aray3uu B PM; nccrnenoBanue npouecca GopMUpOBaHUS U B3aUMOJICHCTBUS HAIlMOHAJIbHOU
MOJIMTHYECKOM SJUTHI U peruoHanbHoi mnojutudeckod »muthl ATO Taraysus B PecnyOmnuke
MonnoBa; BbIpaOOTKa PpPEKOMEHJALMi 10 MOBBILEHUIO 3()(EeKTUBHOCTH B3auMOJEHCTBUSA
HAIlMOHAJILHOW MOJIMTUYECKON IUTHI U peruoHanbHOM nonuruyeckoit 3nutel ATO I"araysus B PM.

Hayynass HOBM3HA M OpPHIMHAJIBHOCTBH PadOThI: INPOBEACH KOMIUIEKCHBIA aHAIU3
B3aMMOOTHOLIEHUM HAIlMOHAJIbHOW M pEruoHaibHOW oiauThl B Pecnybmuke Monnosa;
c(OpMYJIMPOBAHO aBTOPCKOE OMNPEAEICHUE MOHATUS «HALMOHAIbHAS 3JUTa» U «pPEervoHalbHas
ANIUTay; MPOAHAIU3UPOBAH 3apyOEKHBIM ONBIT B3aUMOJCHCTBUS HALMOHAJIBHBIX U PErMOHAIbHbBIX
MIOJINTUYECKUX DJIUT B CTPaHax pPa3sBUTOM JEeMOKpaTMM U cTpaHax Bocrounoro IlaptHepctsa;
KOHKPETH3UPOBAaHbI 3TAIbl Pa3BUTHUS HALIMOHAJILHOM OJIMTHYECKON 3JIMTHI M ATAllbl COTPYIHHUYECTBA
MEXly HallMOHAIILHOM 35InTON 1 pernoHansHoi 3nmutod ATO I'aray3us 8 PM; npoaemoHcTprpoBana
HEOOXOUMOCTh JIOCTH)KEHHSI KOHCEHCYCHOTO B3aUMOJIEMCTBUS MEXIYy HalMOHAIbHOH U
peruoHanbHoO anuramu B Pecniy6iinke MosnoBa.

Peménnass HayyHasi mpo0JieMa 3aKiIIOYalOTCSd B Pa3BUTUU KOHLENTYaJbHOW OCHOBBI
HCCIIEA0BAHNUS HAIMOHAJIBbHON U PETMOHAIBLHOMN MOJIUTUYECKON DIIUTHI KaK aKTOPOB MOJIUTUYECKOTO
Ipolecca, 4YTO CHOCOOCTBOBANIO BHIPAOOTKE NPAKTHUUECKUX PEKOMEHJAIMM IO JOCTUKEHHUIO
KOHCEHCYCHOTO B3aUMOJEHCTBUS MEXAY HALMOHAJIBHOM JIMTOM M pervoHanbHOW aiauton ATO
I'aray3zus B PM, ¢ nenpro ux MOCIEAyOIIEro HUCIOIb30BAHMS IOCYIapCTBEHHBIMU MHCTUTYTAMH,
YYacTBYIOIIMMH B PEATU3aLNUU NOJUTUYECKUX PELICHUM.

Teoperuyeckass HEHHOCTb: PEAIN30BAaH ABTOPCKUU IMOAXOJ K HCCIEAOBAHUIO KaTErOpUi
«HALMOHAJIBHAS JJIUTA» U «PETHUOHAJIbHAS 3JINTa» B KOHTEKCTE UX B3aUMOJEHCTBHS B IIOJIMTHYECKOM
MpoIiecce; MPOBEACH KOMIUIEKCHBIM aHalu3 TNOJUTHYeCKnX diauT PecnyOmuku MonnoBa Ha
COBPEMEHHOM 3Tarle, YTO MOXKET ObITh UCIOIB30BAHO /TS AAJIbHEUIIIET0 UCCIIE0BAHMUS MOJIIABCKOTO
MTOJIMTUYECKOT0 MpoLecca.

IlpukiagHas HeHHOCTh: Pe3ynbTaThl HCCIEA0BaHUS MPEICTABISAIOT HHTEPEC IS YUYEHBIX,
uccienoBareneii, 3KCHepToB B 00JIACTH MOJUTOJOTUHU, COLMOJIOTHUH, JJIUTOJIOTUH U JPYIHX
OOIIECTBEHHbIX HAayKaX, 3aHMMAIOUIMXCS H3y4YeHHeM O0a30BbIX BOIPOCOB, KaCAIOLIMXCS
(GYHKIIMOHUPOBAHUS U B3aMMOJICHCTBHS 3JUT HALIMOHAILHOTO ¥ PETMOHAIBHOTO YPOBHSI.

Buenpenue pe3yabTaToB HCCIeA0BAHNUA. Pe3yIbTaThl JaHHOIO UCCIIEN0BAHNS HAILIIU CBOE
OTpakeHUE B 9 HayUHBIX CTAaThsX, KOTOPbIE ObUIH OITyOJIUKOBAHBI B CTIEHUATM3UPOBAHHBIX U3IaHUAX
B PecriyOinke MosnoBa u 3a pyOexomMm, npecTaBieHbl Ha 4 HallMOHAJTBHBIX M MEXIYHAPOIHBIX
Hay4YHBIX KOH(pEPEeHIIUIX.
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ADNOTARE

Talmazan Larisa, «Elita politica nationala si regionala ca actor al procesului politic», teza de
doctor in stiinte politice, Chisinau, 2023

Structura tezei: Lucrarea consta din introducere, trei capitole, concluzii generale si
recomandari, bibliografie din 315 titluri, 8 anexe, 140 de pagini de text de baza, 6 tabele, 2 diagrame.

Cuvinte-cheie: elita politica, elitd nationala, elitd regionala, interactiunea elitei politice
nationale si regionale, actor, proces politic, opinie publica.

Scopul cercetarii: analiza complexd a elitei politice nationale si regionale ca actor al
procesului politic.

Obiectivele cercetarii: analiza bazelor istoriografice si teoretico-metodologice ale cercetarii
elitei politice nationale si regionale ca actor al procesului politic; sintetizarea experientei
internationale de interactiune intre elitele politice nationale si regionale in tdrile cu o democratie
dezvoltatd si 1n tarile Parteneriatului Estic si posibilitatea aplicarii acesteia in procesul de interactiune
dintre elita nationala si elita regionala a UT A Gagauzia din Republica Moldova; cercetarea procesului
de formare si de dezvoltare a elitei politice nationale si a elitei politice regionale a UTA Gagauzia din
Republica Moldova, relevarea particularitatilor de interactiune a lor; formularea recomandarilor
pentru ameliorarea eficientii interactiunii dintre elita politicd nationald si elita politicd regionald a
UTA Gégauzia din Republica Moldova.

Noutatea stiintifica si originalitatea temei: au fost supuse unei analize complexe raporturile
reciproce ale elitei nationale si regionale din Republica Moldova in perioada 1991-2020; a fost
formulatd de autor definitia notiunii de «elitd nationald» si «elitd regionald»; a fost analizata
experienta strdinade interactiune a elitei politice nationale si regionale in tarile cu democratie
dezvoltatd si in tarile Parteneriatului Estic; au fost precizate etapele de dezvoltare a elitei politice
nationale si etapele de cooperare intre elita nationala si elita regionalda a UTA Gagauzia in RM; s-a
demonstrat necesitatea atingerii unei interactiuni consensuale dintre elita nationald si regionala in
Republica Moldova.

Solutionarea problemei stiintifice consta in elaborarea bazei conceptuale de cercetare a elitei
politice nationale si regionale ca actor al procesului politic, ceea ce a contribuit la elaborarea
recomandarilor practice, pentru obtinerea unei interactiuni consensuale intre elita nationala si elita
regionald a UTA Gagauzia, cu scopul folosirii lor ulterioare de catre institutele de stat, care participa
la realizarea deciziilor politice la nivel national si regional.

Semnificatia teoretica: a fost aplicatd abordarea autorului in studiul categoriilor «elita
nationala» si «elitd regionald» In contextul interactiunii lor in procesul politic; a fost efectuatd o
analiza complexa a elitei politice a Republicii Moldova la etapa contemporana ce poate fi aplicata
pentru cercetarea ulterioara a procesului politic moldovenesc.

Valoarea aplicativa: Rezultatele cercetdrii prezintd un interes pentru savanti, cercetatori,
experti Tn domeniul politologiei, sociologiei, etiologiei si altor stiinte sociale, care se ocupa de
studierea problemelor de bazd, ce tin de functionarea si interactiunea elitei la nivel national si
regional.

Implementarea rezultatelor stiintifice. Rezultatele cercetarii date si-au gasit reflectare in 9
articole stiintifice, care au fost publicate in reviste specializate si culegeri de articole, publicate n
Republica Moldova si peste hotare, au fost prezentate la 4 conferinte stiintifice nationale si
internationale.
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ANNOTATION

Talmazan Larisa. «National and regional political elite as an actor of the political process»,
Thesis for the doctorate degree in Political Sciences, Chisinau, 2023

The structure of the dissertation: The work consists of an introduction, three chapters,
generalconclusions and recommendations; a bibliography comprising 315 sources; 8 annexes;
140 pages of main text, 6 tables and 2 diagrams.

Keywords: political elite, national elite, regional elite, interaction of national and regional
political elite, actor, political process, public opinion.

The purpose of the study: a comprehensive analysis of national and regional political elites
as an actor of the political process.

Research objectives: analysis of the historiographic as well as theoretical and methodological
foundations of the study of national and regional political elites as an actor of the political process;
generalization of the experience of interaction between national and regional political elites in the
countries of developed democracy and in the countries of the Eastern Partnership and the possibility
of its application in the relationship between the national elite and the regional elite of the ATU
Gagauzia in the Republic of Moldova; study of the process of formation and interaction of the national
political elite and the regional political elite of the ATU Gagauzia in the Republic of Moldova;
development of recommendations to improve the effectiveness of interaction between the national
political elite and the regional political elite of the ATU Gagauzia in the Republic of Moldova.

Scientific novelty and originality of the work: a comprehensive analysis of the relationship
between the national and regional elite in the Republic of Moldova in the period 1991-2020 was
carried out; the author's definition of the concept of "national elite" and "regional elite" was
formulated; the foreign experience of interaction between national and regional political elites in
developed democracies and the Eastern Partnership countries was analyzed; the need to achieve
consensus interaction between national and regional elites in the Republic of Moldova was
demonstrated.

Resolved scientific problem consists in the development of a conceptual framework for the
study of the national and regional political elite as actors of the political process, which contributed
to the development of practical recommendations for achieving consensus interaction between the
national and regional elites in the Republic of Moldova, with a view to their subsequent use by state
institutions involved in the implementation of political decisions at the national and regional levels.

Theoretical value: the author's approach to the study of the categories "national elite" and
"regional elite" in the context of their interaction in the political process is implemented; a
comprehensive analysis of the political elites of the Republic of Moldova at the present stage is carried
out, which can be used for further research of the Moldovan political process.

Applied value: The results of the study are of interest to scientists, researchers, experts in the
field of political science, sociology, elitology and other social sciences engaged in the study of basic
issues related to the functioning and interaction of elites at the national and regional levels.

Implementation of research results. The results of this study are reflected in 9 scientific
articles published in specialized journals and collections of articles, issued in the Republic of Moldova
and abroad, presented at 4 national and international scientific conferences.

32



UNIVERSITATEA DE STAT DIN MOLDOVA
SCOALA DOCTORALA STIINTE SOCIALE SI ALE EDUCATIEI

Cu titlu de manuscris
C.Z.U.: 329.39:32.019.5(478)(043)

TALMAZAN LARISA

ELITA POLITICA NATIONALA SI REGIONALA CA ACTOR AL PROCESULUI
POLITIC

Specialitatea 561.01 — Teoria, metodologia politologiei;
institutii si procese politice

(in limba rusa)

Autoreferatul tezei de doctor in stiinte politice

Chisinau, 2023

33



TALMAZAN Larisa

Elita politica nationala si regionala ca actor al procesului politic

Specialitatea 561.01 — Teoria, metodologia politologiei;
institutii si procese politice

Rezumatul tezei de doctor in stiinte politice

Aprobat spre tipar: 03.04.2023 Formatul hartiei 60x84 1/16
Hartie ofset. Tipar ofset. Tiraj 40 ex.
Coli de tipar Comanda nr.

Centrul Editoarial-Poligrafic al USM
Str. A. Mateevici, 60. Chisindu. MD-2009

34



